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torresponding by em

Happy women...

A Dear RiDE

s women cyclists from the Western Cape, we ore
fortunate enough o be part of the first season of
o sponsorship for women's cycling.

Huisgenoo, You ond Drum Magazines, tagether
with Cyclelob Le Pelaton, are breoking new
ground with the Women's League,(set to hove
started in late September). In odditian, they
trained o women's racing team to fake part in the
Four Day Tour in Ermelo in September, os well as
on all-women's feam who will ride in the
Pickfords Double Century ot the end of
November. Further informafion about all of these
wonderful opportunities for women's cydling
may be found o hittp://www.sa-cyding.com or
ittg://wrw.cyclelob.com

The enthusiosm and generasity from the sponsors
is incredible and the commitment from the argan-
isers of the sponsorship (Karen Finder ond Tracey
Bailey) is overwhelming. It is so wonderful fo see
women's cycling finally getting some recagnition
and we wish to thank Huisgenoat, You and Drum
Mogazines and Cycle Lab Le Peloton from the
battom of our hearts. We're looking forward to
the best cycling seasan that the women in the
Western Cope have ever seen!

Elaine Chesterton, Penny Krohn, Karin
Practer, Jane von Thiel and Michelle
Wilsnogh (the first Huisgenoot/You/Drum
Women's Racing Team)

... and @ not-quite-so-happy

woman
@D@M Editor
Thank you for the arficles an women eyclists — |

thoroughly enjoyed them. Lodies need to be more
occepled.

But why, oh, why is Ronel von Wyk referred 10 os
o Sex kitten? She is lovely, of that there is no
doubt. If we ladies want 1o be token seriously,
then we have to drop the confinual referral to our
sexual attributes. The guys are not called nomes!
Following the orficle on Ranel are two totally
obnoxious adverts. Anatomic with the thin,
spindly legged odvertising ladies attire Tight and
for o tan”. Is thot why we ore cycling? To be
noficed and get a tan? Then Cyclone with on even
more disgusting "Barbie” odvert,

IF we want to be foken seriously and treated os

5, oddresses & phone details wil be considered. If
ot send attochments. Rather copy and paste your cantributian.

equals then things need to change.
Suzie Mills, you've done o great job promating
cycling. Pleass keep up the good wark.

Gillian Fiford

That's not @ mamba!

Dear RIDE
I thoroughly enjoyed Claude Marthaler's account
of his mountain bike tour of Africa (RIDE
June/July 2000). However, | would like o point
out that the dead snoke dangling over his bike's
handlebars is definitely not o black mambol
Black mambas are slender (1his is o bufky snake
in tomparison), have o coffin-shoped heod and,
contrary fo their name, are in fact never black.
They are genzrolly grey or olive-brown. To any-
ane who hos seen ane, they ore o very distineiive
snake. | am not sure what typs of snake is pic-
tured and identification fs made more difficult
without any knowladge of location. However, the
snake Is very cobra-like. Unforfunately, human
nature is fo sensationalise and in Africa every
dork snoke is o black mamba!
It should olso be remembered that snakes play o
vitel role in any ecosystem. Indiscriminate killing
of snokes is on unfortunate humen pastime and
should not be condoned.

Dr Martin Whiting

Johanneshurg
martin@gecko.biol.wits.oc.za

Road safety applies to even us

@Deur Editor

On Saturday morning (2000-08-12), | was
cyding down Hendrik Potgieter Road (R47) in
Johonnesburg, westwards from Hillfox Power
Centre. After turning around, thers wos a head-
wind blowing which wos quite strang ot times, but
still o nice ride, oflin oll :
On one of the dawnhills on this route (right whers
the name "Litile Falls”is spelled out in white-
washed racks on the hillside next to the rood) |
was passed by o truck carrying some fons of
mixed earth, rocks and building rubble. Quite o
well-monnered truck driver foo - he gove me
metres of space when he possed me.

Whot struck me was that o cydist wos drafting
this huge truck. Here wos this guy on his bike, no

mare than two metres from the tailgate of this
huge lorry loaded with loosely pocked moterial. |
was doing oround 40 kph down this hill, and this
truck passed me easily doing 60 or 70 kgh.

Now we all know that materiol con and does fall
off these lorries ~ quite often in foct large rocks
fall off. If thot happened that day with that larry,
there would have been no way for that cydlist to
have escoped seriaus injury.

| cannat imagine that the lorry driver could have
been oware of the cydlist droffing his vehidle -
that lorry was just too wide for the

driver 1o see 0 quy on o bike two metres behind
his toilgate. One hard touch on the brakes to
avoid o kid running acrass the road, or some taxi
driver plying his suicidal trade, would hove sent
that cyclist into the chassis of the larry.

Are we cyclists thinking when we do things like
this?

Jon Stander
Meredale, Johannesburg

Unhappy readers write

Dear RIDE
1 have just purchased the Aug/Sepl issue of RIDE
at R15.When the very first issue of RIDE
appeared on the shelves o few years ago. | was
very exdted os | ohways believed thot there was o
need for such a publicofion and soon ofterwards |
bacome o subscriber. Whilst o subscriber | noficed
that thot Ride was available on the shelves before
I recaived my copy for which | paid in odvance. |
raised that ot the fime with the then editor of the
Lifecydle show in Cope Town and her respanse wos
samething fo the effect of ‘take it or leave it
1 then did not renzw my subscriplion but kept on
buying it every fime it appeored of the cycls
shop. After reading this lost issue. | know there is
geing o be a new pilot of the helm ond | wish
him well. The purpose of the letter is to tell him
that | om storting fo doubt whether | om getiing
volu for money. The reasen for my doubt? The
ssue consisted of 92 pages of which more than
60 poges are full page adverts, half poge
adverts, third page odverts, full page photos, cal-
ender of events and other non-editoriol content.
Believe me | om not sfingy because | happily pay
mare than RS0 for Cycle Sport which contains
material which ene con read over ond over.
Surely the odvertisers must oy for those pages

Letter to Ride magazine. Volume 4, issue 1. Oct/Nov 2000.

RIDE MAGAZINE The Editor,
. PO Box 3355, Rivonia 2128

ond not the readers.

Good huck with the mogazine, | will keep on look-
ing at it of the shop and buy it if | think it offers
value for maney. There are now olso other 'kids
onthe block'.

Arno Botha
Lynnwood, Pretoria

Dear Arno

We use the Post Office fo deliver magozines fo
our subscribers and courier services fo deliver the
bulk packages to cycle shaps. Ths speed of the
Post Offices service varies and we unforfunately
have no control over this.

As for your doubls over value for maney, let us
know what you think ofter having read this issue,
which you will have had to buy unless you hove
plenty of spare time o spend in your local cycle
shop. ED - new pilot

@Deur Editor

1 would like to comment an your report of the
Gira del Capo 2000 in an earlier edifion of your
magazine .

| am the Chairman and Manager of the Elfin
Cyeling Club (Caltex Teom).

1 ahviously followed the race from our teom vehi-
de. | am nat awore of the source of your infor-
mafion, or whether you actuolly hod o journalist
follow the event, but | would fike to voice my dis-
opproval of certain pertinent facts which were
omitted from your report.

On Stoge 3 of the event, one of our riders,
Marcel Lo Ponder, went on a heraic 40km solo
breakaway fram the main bunch, This to me is
indeed heroic ond courageous, since mast of the
riders in our teom, do not cycle full-time. He had
the guts to fake on the country’s best riders. The
very next day, on Stoge 4, another of our riders,
Geddan Rudock, went on o 70km salo break-
awoy. Neither of these feats were mentioned by
ony newspaper of TV reparts.

Why is it that journalists report only on the win-
ners? It is not the winners who moke on event,
but the masses who pariake in on event .

If thot s the case, then you ore not doing any-
thing fo create on interest in the sport for the
mosses. You are focussing anly an the winners of
the rate.

| personally feel that that form of journalism
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